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Michael C. Howard : Transnationalism in Ancient and Medieval Societies: The Role of Cross-Border Trade 
and Travel  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Transnationalism in Ancient and Medieval Societies: The Role of Cross-Border Trade and Travel: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A History Student Must HaveBy silverfizzThis book is awesome. I 
bought it to supplement the books I got for my final research paper. The book is quite interesting and shows how the 
early world was shaped by trade. Now I am no to another class and I find myself looking back to this book to help 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B007YZKI9W


write two essays for my newest history class. The book is pretty straightforward and easy to navigate if you are 
looking for something in particular. The book sadly only goes to the Middle Ages..... I wish it went further.

While scholars have long documented the migration of people in ancient and medieval times, they have paid less 
attention to those who traveled across borders with some regularity. This study of early transnational relations explores 
the routine interaction of people across the boundaries of empires, tribal confederacies, kingdoms, and city-states, 
paying particular attention to the role of long-distance trade along the Silk Road and maritime trade routes. It examines 
the obstacles voyagers faced, including limited travel and communication capabilities, relatively poor geographical 
knowledge, and the dangers of a fragmented and shifting political landscape, and offers profiles of better-known 
transnational elites such as the Hellenic scholar Herodotus and the Venetian merchant Marco Polo, as well lesser 
known servants, merchants, and sailors. By revealing the important political, economic, and cultural role cross-border 
trade and travel played in ancient society, this work demonstrates that transnationalism is not unique to modern times. 
Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an examination copy here.

About the AuthorMichael C. Howard is a professor of international studies at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver. 
He has conducted research and written extensively on Southeast Asia, Australia, and the South Pacific. He is editor of 
the series Studies in the Material Cultures of Southeast Asia and author or editor of more than 30 books. 


