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The World Trade Organization is one of the most important yet least understood organizations in the world. As a 
lynchpin of globalization, the WTO allows us to enjoy products and services from around the world, but it also lays 
bare the frailty of many industries, in some cases leading to unemployment and even threatening social cohesion.In 
this beginnerrsquo;s guide, Dr. David Collins explores the goals of the WTO and how these have created difficulties 
for its member countries as they adapt to the pressures of globalization. With high-profile case studies straight from 
the headlines and textboxes that clearly outline complex issues such as regional trade agreements and currency 
manipulation, this engaging and highly-informative book explains what the WTO does and how it fits into the world 
we know. Anti-globalizationists say it should expand its mandate to cover social issues that matter to real people but, 
as Collins shows, to pursue these goals would likely involve taking steps back from liberalizing international trade the 
primary objective of the WTO and why the organization was created in the first place.

"A refreshingly accessible introduction to the World Trade Organization and the contemporary challenges that it faces. 
This book will become an important first reference point for both students and members of the general public 
interested in learning about the WTO and the way that it affects their lives." -- Andrew Lang, Professor of Law, 
London School of Economics "A wonderful little book packed with useful information and explanations... Students 
and those new to international trade law will absolutely love this." -- Bryan Mercurio, Professor of Law and Associate 
Dean (Research), Chinese University of Hong Kong "A concise and insightful introduction to the intricacies of a 
poorly understood institution. Using a jargon-free style and focusing on what matters most, this guide to the WTO 
provides the reader with a superb compass to navigate through a maze of multilateral trade agreements, institutional 
provisions and dispute settlement rules. An invaluable tool for anyone interested in learning what the WTO is 
about." -- Dr Gabriel Gari, Senior Lecturer in International Economic Law, Centre for Commercial Law Studies, 
Queen Mary University of London "Commendable, clear and thoughtful. This will make it much easier for the non-
expert to understand the organization." -- David A. Gantz, Samuel M. Fegtly Professor of Law and Co-Director, 
International Trade and Business Law Program, University of ArizonaAbout the AuthorDavid Collins is an 
international trade lawyer who began his legal career practicing commercial litigation in Toronto before becoming a 
prosecutor for the Attorney General of Ontario in the early 2000s. In 2005 he joined City University London where he 
continues to teach and carry out research in the area of international trade and investment. He is admitted to practice 
law in Ontario, New York, and England. He lives in London. 


