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Kongdan Oh, Ralph C. Hassig : North Korea through the Looking Glass before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised North Korea through the Looking Glass:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good readingBy Johnnyl enjoyed the simple and entertaining read. |
am afrequent reader of non fiction and | often read about North Koreab of 9 people found the following review
helpful. Good intro into North Korea and JucheBy Ken Lopez MaddoxThis book is by far the bet introduction into the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00DTRH6SK

psyche of North Korea and its leadership that I've read. It focuses more on the politics/religion (one in the same) of
North Koreathan the military. A good book for anyone interested in this rogue nation.0 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Thanks to GodBy Somedaze.com FanAfter reading this, | thank God even more that | never
had to experience in person that horrible country. It was a good read, but it really invoked alot of empathy from me
for the people who continue to suffer in that nightmare.

Fifty-five years after its founding at the dawn of the cold war, North Korea remains aland of illusions. | solated and
anachronistic, the country and its culture seem to be dominated exclusively by the official ideology of Juche, which
emphasizes national self-reliance, independence, and worship of the supreme leader, General Kim Jong Il. Yet this
socialist utopian ideal is pursued with the calculations of international power politics. Kim has transformed North
Koreainto amilitarized state, whose nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and continued threat to South Korea have
raised alarm worldwide. This paradoxical combination of cultural isolation and military-first policy has left the North
Korean people woefully deprived of the opportunity to advance socially and politically. The socialist economy, guided
by political principles and bereft of international support, has collapsed. Thousands, perhaps millions, have died of
starvation. Foreign trade has declined and the country's gross domestic product has recorded negative growth every
year for adecade. Y et rather than initiate the sort of market reforms that were implemented by other communist
governments, North Korean leaders have reverted to the economic policies of the 1950s. mass mobilization,
concentration on heavy industry, and increased ideological indoctrination. Although members of the political elitein
Pyongyang are acutely aware of their nation's domestic and foreign problems, they are plagued by fear and policy
paralysis.North Korea Through the Looking Glass sheds new light on this remote and peculiar country. Drawing on
more than ten years of researchmdash;including interviews with two dozen North Koreans who made the painful
decision to defect from their homelandmdash;K ongdan Oh and Ralph C. Hassig explore what the leadership and the
masses believe about their current predicament. Through dual themes of persistence and illusion, they explore North
Korea's stubborn adherence to policies that have failed to serve the welfare of the people and, consequently, threaten
the future of the regime.Featuring twenty-nine rare and candid photos taken from within the closely guarded country,
North Korea Through the Looking Glass illuminates the human society of a country too often mischaracterized for its
drab uniformitymdash;not a "state," but a community of twenty million individuals who have, through no fault of their
own, fallen on exceedingly hard times.

"A balanced picture of [North Korean leader Kim Jong I1]." mdash; The Economist, 12/5/2000"All in al, 'North Korea
Through the Looking Glass' is an informative introduction to aregime that is hard to fathom but too important to
ignore. Although, or perhaps because, some of the author's interpretations and recommendations are debatable, the
book may be a good candidate for adoption in a college course dealing with North Korea." mdash;B.C. Koh,
University of Illinois at Chicago, Journa of Asian Studies, 2/1/2001"'North Korea through the Looking Glass... isa
timely examination of the current North Korean situation.... Oh and Hassig have done a good job in explaining the
current North Korean situation. Their book is an important and readable one, from which those who are not familiar
with North Korea can learn a great deal." mdash;Manwoo Lee, Millersville University, Pennsylvania, Asian Affairs,
an American (PAAA), 7/21/2001"'North Korea through the Looking Glass' offers one of the most deeply researched
and insightful analyses of the DPRK in years.... The book stands head and shoulders above most of the political
science literature on the DPRK, not least because the authors use Korean sources extensively and have spent timein
North Korea.... afascinating, saddening, and highly informative book." mdash;Charles K. Armstrong, Columbia
University, Journal of Asian Studies, 8/1/2002A bout the AuthorKongdan Oh, a Korean American, is aresearch staff
member at the Institute for Defense Analyses, a nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, and editor of
the Asia Society's Korea Briefing, 1997-1999 (M. E. Sharpe and the Asia Society, 2000). Ralph C. Hassig, a social
psychologist, is aWashington-based consultant on Korean affairs and an adjunct associate professor of psychology at
the University of Maryland University College.



