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Bruce R. Hopkins : Nonprofit Law Made Easy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Nonprofit Law Made Easy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. easy to readBy amanda DonelanClear, easy to read, not dry at all. 
Practical for application in everyday use.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Nonprofit Law Made 
EasyBy DKnapp59It is a text book for a class I am taking. The instructor helps by giving further explanation and 
filling in some gaps. There is the long version of this book by the same author that is even LESS "easy". But overall it 
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is a good overview of nonprofit law and a good resource to have on hand. As our instructor says, you will not learn all 
of the law, you will be able to recognize when something doesn't look right and know when to seek legal advice when 
it comes to certain legal issues.12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Excellent -informative and 
accessibleBy A. MorganI was searching for a text book for a class on nonprofit law for nonlawyers, and chose this 
after reviewing several other groups of materials. Hopkins is concise, to the point, and accurate. His style is easy to 
comprehend. The nicest thing is that it is a cost effective alternative to the $200 hornbook, which most of my students 
would never look at again. There are a few topics I wish he had covered more in depth, but then, that would have 
required a much thicker book!

The ins and outs of law in the nonprofit sector--made easy! Written by renowned author Bruce R. Hopkins, Nonprofit 
Law Made Easy is a must-read guide for executives, board members, officers, accountants, fundraisers, and others 
who handle legal issues that affect the way nonprofit organizations are formed and operated. Nonprofit Law Made 
Easy presents in-depth discussions on such hot topics as acquiring and maintaining tax-exempt status, reporting 
requirements, charitable giving, disclosure requirements, unrelated business activities, fundraising, corporate 
governance principles, and board member liability. It also includes crucial information on avoiding nonprofit law traps 
and navigating governance and liability issues. Packed with practical tips and hard-to-find, authoritative advice, 
Nonprofit Law Made Easy demystifies complex legal issues with plain-language explanations of laws and regulations 
for non-legal professionals.

From the Inside FlapNonprofit Law Made Easy There are more than three million nonprofit organizations in the 
United States. Because of the tax-exempt status nearly all nonprofits enjoy, they must comply with stringent federal 
and state law or risk losing this special tax-exempt status. Written by a lawyer for non-lawyers, Nonprofit Law Made 
Easy provides a complete legal guide for anyone interested in starting a nonprofit organization as well as a valuable, 
go-to resource for directors and officers of established organizations. Author Bruce R. Hopkins--a leading authority on 
tax-exempt organizations--offers plain-language explanations of the statutes, regulations, rulings, and court decisions 
that apply to nonprofit organizations. Designed to get you quickly up to speed, you will discover: How to handle the 
complex legal issues that affect the way nonprofit organizations are formed and operated Invaluable information on 
how to avoid nonprofit law traps How to manage governance and liability issues Hopkins covers newly emerging 
concepts alongside such absolute basics as the private inurement doctrine, the lobbying rules, the unrelated business 
rules, and planned giving. Several factors are poised to drastically affect nonprofit law, including a congressional 
enactment of major tax-exempt legislation, ambitious regulations and rulings projects by the IRS, and other court 
contributions to the law. Hopkins looks to the future of nonprofit law and addresses these issues with the insight of his 
world-class experience. Covering everything you need to know to navigate the complex web of nonprofit legal issues, 
Nonprofit Law Made Easy explores: Forming a nonprofit organization Acquiring and maintaining tax-exempt status 
Public charities and private foundations Reporting requirements Charitable giving Disclosure requirements Unrelated 
business activities Fundraising Building on the basics Nonprofit law traps Governance principles and liability 
Subsidiaries Joint ventures And much more Nonprofit Law Made Easy is a must-read for nonprofit board members, 
executive directors, senior managers, fundraisers, executives, and anyone else working toward tax compliance in the 
nonprofit realm.From the Back CoverThe ins and outs of law in the nonprofit sectormdash;made easy! Written by 
renowned author Bruce R. Hopkins, Nonprofit Law Made Easy is a must-read guide for executives, board members, 
officers, accountants, fundraisers, and others who handle legal issues that affect the way nonprofit organizations are 
formed and operated. Nonprofit Law Made Easy presents in-depth discussions on such hot topics as acquiring and 
maintaining tax-exempt status, reporting requirements, charitable giving, disclosure requirements, unrelated business 
activities, fundraising, corporate governance principles, and board member liability. It also includes crucial 
information on avoiding nonprofit law traps and navigating governance and liability issues. Packed with practical tips 
and hard-to-find, authoritative advice, Nonprofit Law Made Easy demystifies complex legal issues with plain-
language explanations of laws and regulations for non-legal professionals.About the AuthorBruce R. Hopkins is a 
lawyer in Kansas City, Missouri, with the firm of Polsinelli Shalton Welte Suelthaus PC, having practiced law in 
Washington, D.C., for 26 years. He specializes in the representation of tax-exempt organizations. His practice ranges 
over the entirety of tax matters involving exempt organizations, with emphasis on the formation of nonprofit 
organizations, acquisition of recognition of tax-exempt status for them, the private inurement and private benefit 
doctrines, the intermediate sanctions rules, legislative and political campaign activities issues, public charity and 
private foundation rules, unrelated business planning, use of exempt and for-profit subsidiaries, joint venture planning, 
review of annual information returns, Internet communications developments, the law of charitable giving (including 
planned giving), and fundraising law issues. Mr. Hopkins served as chair of the Committee on Exempt Organizations, 
Tax Section, American Bar Association; chair, Section of Taxation, National Association of College and University 
Attorneys; and president, Planned Giving Study Group of Greater Washington, D.C. He was accorded the Assistant 
Commissioner's (IRS) Award in 1984. Mr. Hopkins is the series editor of Wiley's Nonprofit Law, Finance, and 



Management Series. In addition to Nonprofit Law Made Easy, he is the author of The Law of Tax-Exempt 
Organizations, Eighth Edition; The Tax Law of Charitable Giving, Third Edition; The Law of Fundraising, Third 
Edition; 650 Essential Nonprofit Law Questions Answered; The Nonprofits' Guide to Internet Communications Law; 
The Law of Intermediate Sanctions: A Guide for Nonprofits; The First Legal Answer Book for Fund-Raisers; The 
Second Legal Answer Book for Fund-Raisers; The Legal Answer Book for Nonprofit Organizations; The Second 
Legal Answer Book for Nonprofit Organizations; The Nonprofit Law Dictionary; and Starting and Managing a 
Nonprofit Organization: A Legal Guide, Fourth Edition. In addition, Mr. Hopkins is the co-author, with Jody Blazek, 
of Private Foundations: Tax Law and Compliance, Second Edition; also with Ms. Blazek, The Legal Answer Book for 
Private Foundations; and with Thomas K. Hyatt, The Law of Tax-Exempt Healthcare Organizations, Second Edition. 
He also writes Bruce R. Hopkins' Nonprofit Counsel, a monthly newsletter, published by John Wiley Sons, Inc. Mr. 
Hopkins earned his J.D. and L.L.M. degrees at the George Washington University and his B.A. at the University of 
Michigan. He is a member of the bars of the District of Columbia and the state of Missouri. 


