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Joerg M. Rieger : No Rising Tide: Theology, Economics, and the Future  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised No Rising Tide: Theology, Economics, and the Future: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. No more "Zombie Economics": Rieger explains the way outBy 
Susan ThistlethwaiteIt is not merely Congress that is broken, it is the depth of our relationships in the "oikos" (house 
in Greek) of our common life that is deeply and profoundly broken. "Oikos" the root of the term "economy." Surely 
now is the time for a book that makes theological sense of the economy, and pushes theologians to recognize how 
deeply complicit they are in the assumptions behind a "free-market" economy. "No Rising Tide" is the same critique 
Warren Buffett makes of Reaganomics, "What has happened in recent years," said Buffett, is that "we were told a 
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rising tide would lift all boats, but the rising tide has lifted all yachts." [...] Even more blunt than both Rieger and 
Buffett, Nobel Prize winning economist Paul Krugman calls this "Zombie Economics." The "rising tide lifts all boats" 
economic theory, according to Krugman, is a zombie because it doesn't work and thus has been dead for decades, but 
like brain-dead zombies, it's still walking around. But the best news of "No Rising Tide" is that Rieger doesn't leave 
you with the problems, he has concrete examples of those who refuse to walk the zombie walk and who are creating 
new models. Excellent book. I have used it in teaching and found it very valuable.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy Ardra RigbyThe breath of knowledge is so engaging. It should be mandatory reading for 
all Economic majors in College1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Just one 
opinionExcellent, accessible and thought provoking.

Economics has always had a moral dimension; even free-market mascot Adam Smith was a Christian minister. Yet 
recent events have renewed and recast theological reflection on the economy as the gospel of prosperity succumbs to 
large-scale economic crisis. In that light Joerg Rieger explores the many dimensions of todayrsquo;s economic crisis. 
What are the fundamental shifts taking place in the global economy today, and how are they affecting provision for 
basic human needs, economic equity, and peoplersquo;s prospects? 

"For such a time as this, when financial markets are crashing, real estate bubbles bursting, and job security 
disappearing, Rieger gives us a book that reveals the consequences of placing blind faith in capitalism. Not only does 
he boldly critique the free market, but he suggests alternatives that are more humane and more liberating for the 
dispossessed. A must read for all who seek the link between religion and economics." --Miguel A. De La Torre"The 
time is long past for European and U.S. theologians to engage the crisis of current market economies. Theologian 
Rieger in No Rising Tide challenges the market s own fetishes and belief structure, criticizes Christian theology for its 
complicity in underwriting our economic crisis, but then also mints theology anew for a Christian practice of economic 
justice. Rieger s book is where Christian theological reflection on the economy must now begin." --Mark Lewis 
Taylor, Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Theology and Culture, Princeton Theological SeminaryThis is an important 
and welcome addition to the growing body of literature which recognizes that global economics is a theological as 
well as an ethical and political issue of great urgency." --Theodore Jennings, Professor of Biblical and Constructive 
Theology, Chicago Theological Seminary"Joerg Rieger uses the occasion of the present financial crisis to remind us 
once again that the religion that controls most human history at present is devoted to the market rather than to the 
father of Jesus Christ. He shows how far we who call ourselves Christians have been sucked into the orbit of worship 
of this God. May his call to repentance be widely heard." --John B Cobb Jr., Professor Emeritus of Theology, 
Claremont School of Theology --Miguel A. De La Torre"The time is long past for European and U.S. theologians to 
engage the crisis of current market economies. Theologian Rieger in No Rising Tide challenges the market s own 
fetishes and belief structure, criticizes Christian theology for its complicity in underwriting our economic crisis, but 
then also mints theology anew for a Christian practice of economic justice. Rieger s book is where Christian 
theological reflection on the economy must now begin." --Mark Lewis Taylor, Maxwell M. Upson Professor of 
Theology and Culture, Princeton Theological Seminary"For such a time as this, when financial markets are crashing, 
real estate bubbles bursting, and job security disappearing, Rieger gives us a book that reveals the consequences of 
placing blind faith in capitalism. Not only does he boldly critique the free market, but he suggests alternatives that are 
more humane and more liberating for the dispossessed. A must read for all who seek the link between religion and 
economics." --Miguel A. De La Torre#34The time is long past for European and U.S. theologians to engage the crisis 
of current market economies. Theologian Rieger in No Rising Tide challenges the market s own fetishes and belief 
structure, criticizes Christian theology for its complicity in underwriting our economic crisis, but then also mints 
theology anew for a Christian practice of economic justice. Rieger s book is where Christian theological reflection on 
the economy must now begin." --Mark Lewis Taylor, Maxwell M. Upson Professor of Theology and Culture, 
Princeton Theological Seminary#34For such a time as this, when financial markets are crashing, real estate bubbles 
bursting, and job security disappearing, Rieger gives us a book that reveals the consequences of placing blind faith in 
capitalism. Not only does he boldly critique the free market, but he suggests alternatives that are more humane and 
more liberating for the dispossessed. A must read for all who seek the link between religion and economics." --Miguel 
A. De La TorreAbout the AuthorJoerg Rieger is Professor of Systematic Theology at Perkins School of Theology, 
SMU, Dallas. He is author and editor of many works, including several from Fortress Press: Christ and Empire: From 
Paul to Postcolonial Times (Fortress, 2007) and God and the Excluded: Visions and Blindspots in Contemporary 
Theology (Fortress, 2000). 


