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Greg Sharzer : No Local: Why Small-Scale Alternatives Won't Change The World  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised No Local: Why Small-Scale Alternatives Won't 
Change The World: 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The socialist perspectiveBy John F. EdenThis book offers the great 
contribution of a socialist perspective on much of the current 'small is beautiful' theme. While not negative about 
what's being done, it does us the great service of revealing the weaknesses and failings in the localist movement. In an 
era when no one is really talking about our true problems, this book shows why socialism is really the only answer to 
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the economic crisis as well as most of our social issues.7 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Serious 
students of peak oil need not readBy aleclanceThis book reads much like a watered down macro econ thesis paper - 
but not necessarily in a bad way. There is a lot of excellent analysis of neoliberalism, the petite bourgeois and urban 
agriculture, but provides very little in the way of realistic alternatives to modern capitalism. This is not a book about 
why localism can't be the answer to peak oil. In fact, it provides many grandiose references to Marx, McKibben and 
Proudhon, but offers very little new insight. This is a book about why, despite socialism being the more logical, 
rational approach to a modern do-more-with-less economy, capitalism will always prevail. It's an age-old story some 
new insight on small-scale farming and production.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Speaking truth to 
the impotentBy Drake DonegalFinally! This book is a breath of fresh air in midst of the encroaching stench of "vote 
with your feet" garbage being widely promoted. Like charitable donations, consumer choices do no more than make 
the person making them feel a little better about themselves. The global system of capitalism, based on the exploitation 
of human beings and the degradation of the natural environment, not only goes on but integrates this "ethical 
shopping" into its paradigm, helping to prop it up even longer. The only real solution is to be found in an international 
confrontation between the system (and its managers) and the majority of humanity.

Can making things smaller make the world a better place? No Local takes a critical look at localism, an ideology that 
says small businesses, ethical shopping and community initiatives like gardens and farmersrsquo; markets can stop 
corporate globalization. These small acts might make life better for some, but they donrsquo;t challenge the drive for 
profit thatrsquo;s damaging our communities and the earth. No Local shows how localismrsquo;s fixation on small 
comes from an outdated economic model. Growth is built into capitalism. Small firms must play by the same rules as 
large ones, cutting costs, exploiting workers and damaging the environment. Localism doesnrsquo;t ask who controls 
production, allowing it to be co-opted by governments offloading social services onto the poor. At worst, localism 
becomes a strategy for neoliberal politics, not an alternative to it. No Local draws on political theory, history, 
philosophy and empirical evidence to argue that small isnrsquo;t always beautiful. Building a better world means 
creating local social movements that grow to challenge, not avoid, market priorities.
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