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What if what we think we know about ecology and environmental policy isjust wrong? What if environmental laws
often make things worse? What if the very idea of nature has been hijacked by politics? What if wildernessis
something we create in our minds, as opposed to being an actual description of nature? Devel oping answers to these
guestions and devel oping implications of those answers are our purposes in this book. Two themes guide
usmdash;political ecology and political entrepreneurship. Combining these two concepts, which we develop in some
detail, leads us to recognize that sometimes in their original design and certainly in their implementation, major U.S.
environmental laws are more about opportunism and ideology than good management and environmental
improvement.
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