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Melanie K. Alexander : Muscatine's Pear| Button Industry before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Muscatine's Pearl Button Industry:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. love pearl buttonsBy Kindle Customerthisis agreat look at the pearl
button industry in america. i am acard carrying button collector and i particularly wanted the pictures of the old button
cards various company used, but found the whole be to be a great read and a wonderful reference tool0 of O people
found the following review helpful. Recommended for sewing button enthusiasts! By SvenskaFor people interested in
the history of the pearl button industry in lowa, this book will be very interesting. It is hugely pictorial and very
readable.O of O people found the following review helpful. Nice generalization of the industryBy Zack GilmoreNice
generalization of the industry. But lacks of the personal side of the history. Not much of a cohesive story.

The Mississippi River town of Muscatine produced billions of pearl buttons. By 1905, Muscatine made 37 percent of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0099F8KLI

the world?s buttons and earned the title of ?Pearl Button Capital of the World.? The rise and fall of the pearl button
occurred over aperiod of 75 years. John Frederick Boepple, a German immigrant button maker, launched the industry
in 1891. The button and clamming industries started small but quickly overwhelmed the town. Clamming became the
Mississippi River?s gold rush while large automated factories and shell-cutting shops employed nearly half the local
workforce. Entire families?men, women, and children?contributed to the industry, giving weight to the popular local
saying ?No Muscatine resident can enter Heaven without evidence of previous servitude in the button industry.?
Although the industry peaked in 1916, several decades passed before the American-made pearl button buckled under
the pressure of foreign competition, changing fashion, limited availability of shell, and the development and
refinement of plastic buttons.

About the AuthorAs executive director of the Muscatine History and Industry Center, Melanie K. Alexander credits
the pearl button industry with setting Muscatine apart from other river towns. Sheis active in several community
organizations and lives in historic downtown Muscatine.



