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Dean Howard Smith : Modern Tribal Development: Pathsto Self-Sufficiency and Cultural Integrity in Indian
Country (Contemporary Native American Communities) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Modern Tribal Development: Paths to Self-Sufficiency and Cultural Integrity
in Indian Country (Contemporary Native American Communities):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Overview of the Challenges and Opportunities of
Economic Development in Indian CountryBy Alexander T. McMahonl use this book in a course on Tribal
Entrepreneurship, Resource and Economic Development at atribal college. It does an excellent job outlining the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00E8TOP0U

challenges facing economic development on tribal lands - low levels of education and scarce job skills combined with
high levels of poverty, unemployment, substance abuse, etc. Thisisthe result of more than 100 years of welfare state
status on the reservations combined with poor management and service delivery by the BIA and other government
agencies. On the bright side, the book provides numerous examples of individual Indians and tribes developing ways
to boost their own economic development using talent within the tribes, and sometimes with the assistance of private
and governmental assistance. It demonstrates that there is hope in Indian Country and shows numerous paths to
fulfilling that hope.O of O people found the following review helpful. Great read on Native American community
developmentBy Diane BenitezThis book is very well written and focuses on the immediate needs looking toward
building a self sufficient future. Highly recommended.O of O people found the following review helpful. Native
American CustormerBy Native American CustomerOrdered this for my boss he read it as soon as he received it and he
loved the book. He recommendsit to his colleagues! When he's happy we all are happy! :)

First Nations people know that atribe must have control over its resources and sustain itsidentity as a distinct
civilization for economic development to make sense. With an integrated approach to tribal societies that defines
development as a means to the end of sustaining tribal character, Dean Howard Smith offers both conceptual and
practical tools for making self-determination and self-sufficiency areality for Native American Nations. Through a
century of changes in federal policy, tribal development has typically been viewed through mainstream society's goals
and system, or according to some pan-Indian framework. Instead, Smith argues that any development prospectus must
be created and evaluated within the dictums of the individual indigenous social structure. Otherwise, atribe must
choose between cultural integrity and economic development. Smith draws from his extensive experience as a
consultant, teacher, and instructor to offer awide variety of detailed case studies, and readers will learn from both
successful and failed development initiatives. While focused on the United States, his work will be applicable for
indigenous peoples in many parts of the world. In addition to tribal employees and communities, Modern Tribal
Development will be important reading for scholars and students in Native American studies, development studies,
community planning, and cross-cultural studies.

[The author's] thesis, that development will help sustain tribal identity and tribal soverignty, aslong asit happens
within the cultural context of a particular tribe, has been well-articulated ... His evidence, based on his own
experiences in consultations for the Center for American Indian Economic Development with reservation leadership ...
supports histhesis ... The book isimportant and useful because it is up-to-date, and because tribal attempts to
strengthen their self-determination are as timely and important as they have ever been. (Jaakko Puisto, (University of
Turku, Finland) Indigenous Native Studies)About the AuthorDean Smith is associate professor of economics at
Northern Arizona University. He is Mohawk. His family comes from the Grand River reserve of the Six Nationsin
Ontario. He received his Ph.D. from Texas AM University. He works with the Center for American Indian Economic
Development and is on the teaching faculty of the National Executive Education Program for Native American
Leadership. Heis the faculty advisor for the Native American Business Organization. His publications primarily focus
on economic development on Indian reservations, but he has also published papers on pricing strategies and
environmental issues.



