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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A fun read for anyone interested in practical cowboy wisdom.By 
Joseph J. TruncaleEven though I was born and raised in Chicago, I have always been fascinated with cowboys and 
westerns. I grew up seeing Rocky Lane, Hopalong Cassidy and Roy Rogers at the movies. I also have had an interest 
in poetry, including what is now called "Cowboy Poetry." This book was written by one of the most successful 
cowboy poets. This is the first book I have read by Baxter Black and I found it entertaining and interesting.This book 
has 18 chapters of advice and folksy wisdom. It has 118 lessons the author has learned in his career which can applied 
to almost any profession. Some of the topics covered include: The making of a self-sustaining poet, a poet enters the 
real world, starting in the book business, self-publishing, marketing outrageously, the act of self-publishing, 
spectacular belly flops, managing your finances, doin business on a handshake and many other interesting insights into 
this author's personal experiences.In conclusion, this is a book that will be of interest to anyone who enjoys advice and 
lessons combined with an obvious good sense of humor.Rating: 5 Stars. Joseph J. Truncale (Author: Predator Hunter: 
A warrior's memoir)0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy An Honest PersonVery nice book, 
like new.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Lost BreedBy Jack RhodesI purchased this book for the 
poetry,, I came away with a renewed sense of mankind. I to believe that all people are good and honest, until. They 
prove me wrong, and that has happened more than I care to admit. I hope that more people will read this book and 
renew their trust in themselves and their fellow man. More people need to conduct themselves by the simple and 
truthful ways that Baxter Black has spoke of and lived by in these writings. Thank Baxter for the truth and inspiration.

118nbsp;tips from America's Cowboy Poet on how to carve a living out of thin air and live with yourself while you do 
itnbsp;ldquo;Probably the nationrsquo;s most successful living poet.rdquo; mdash;New York TimesPart memoir, part 
how-to, all Baxter Black, Lessons from a Desperado Poet is a humorous, witty take on making a living by doing the 
right thing and trying everything. According to Baxter Black,nbsp;success ldquo;does not require a genius; it just 
requires the persistence of a glacier.nbsp;Remember, often itrsquo;s not ability that gets you ahead, itrsquo;s 
reliability.nbsp;The world is run by those who show up.rdquo;nbsp;Anbsp;mind-tickling romp through the formation, 
fermentation, and fruition ofnbsp;the authorrsquo;s career as a poet in a country where publishing poetry 
isnbsp;ldquo;practically illegal,rdquo;nbsp;Lessons from a Desperado Poet boldly injects a poem now and again when 
it is relevant, just to prove a point!nbsp;Itrsquo;s instructional for the entrepreneur, inspirational for the ambitious, and 
entertaining for the teeming masses.nbsp;Since it is also a story of continuously overcoming the odds, Lessons from a 
Desperado Poet leaves a trail of self-improvement and motivational tortilla crumbs that readers will follow with 
delightmdash;before, that is, squirreling them away in their own cerebral pockets for later use.

"There is nothing profound in saying that chickens cluck or that Baxter Black is a man of enormous talent, but readers 
of this book will find there is more to his success than a train-load of talent.nbsp; He didnrsquo;t quit when life bucked 
him off and stomped on his hat. nbsp;He works hard.nbsp; He reads and studies and thinks.nbsp; He prays. nbsp;He 
keeps his word.nbsp; He doesnrsquo;t write trash.nbsp; He respects his audience.nbsp; How rare and refreshing: 
nbsp;an artist/entertainer who can spell integrity, and even knows what it means."- John Erickson, Author of "Hank 
the Cowdog" Series 


