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Bill Dedman, Paul Clark Newell : Empty Mansions. The Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark and the Spending
of aGreat American Fortune before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised Empty Mansions. The Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark and the Spending of a Great American Fortune:

331 of 345 people found the following review helpful. A Wealth of LonelinessBy IsolaBlueEMPTY MANSIONS will


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CK8CJOU

surely climb the best-seller list. The book about Huguette Clark, heir to an enormous fortune and mistress of severa
large, poetically empty properties, is easy to fall into and harder to remove oneself from. Although not an especially
interesting person, Huguette is fascinating on the written page mostly for what she didn't do in life, rather than what
she did. Usually biographies that hold readers captive are about creative, adventurous, and avant-garde individuals
doing unusual activities and living fascinating lives. Huguette doesn't fall into those categories. Instead, sheisashy,
retiring individual who withdrew from the world upon the death of her mother with whom she had a close
relationship.EMPTY MANSIONS is severa storiesin one. Thefirst isthat of Huguette's father, the ambitious W.A.
Clark, who took himself on a classic American adventure from nothing to extreme wealth. His story is also the story of
the American West, of the mining industry, and railroads. Once comfortable financialy, Clark displayed his wealth in
rather ostentatious manners such as the building of the Clark mansion in New Y ork City, an intriguing but rather short-
lived folly.The second story within the book isreally the story of Huguette's mother, Anna. AsW.A. Clark's second
wife, she bore him two children, but never had the status or respect in society that she may have desired. Anna
seemingly lived for her daughters and when the elder one, Andree, died, she and Huguette became inseparable. During
this period, however, the two did make use of their wealth through traveling, collecting art, and buying and furnishing
houses. For those interested in symbiatic relationshi ps between mothers and daughters, EMPTY MANSIONS will
definitely provide interesting, thought provoking reading. For readers who liked THE SECRET LIFE OF THE
LONELY DOLL by Jean Nathan, the story of author Dare Wright and her mother, Huguette's life might prove
similarly intriguing; the difference, of course, being that Dare Wright was creative while Huguette was . . . .well,
Huguette. The third story in EMPTY MANSIONS is the story of the hard-to-understand Huguette and an outline of the
last twenty years of her life. Suffering from skin cancer, she hid inside her grand New Y ork apartment and put off
going to the doctor's. When she finally called for one, she was admitted to the hospital and then, most curiously, never
left. At the time she entered the hospital, Huguette had two very large New Y ork apartments, a huge mansion on the
coast of California, and a spacious country estate in Connecticut. There was plenty of money for Huguette to live as
she pleased or to donate to charities she deemed worthy. After having her cancer treated and being proclaimed healthy,
Huguette chose to remain in the hospital and live there for two decades until she died at age 104. The last section of
EMPTY MANSIONS changesin tone a bit as the reader is thrust into the present day and reads about court cases still
going on in 2013. All of the sensational newspaper headlines of the past few yearstelling the story of Huguette Clark
flash by, page after page, as the reader puzzles over the ethics of doctors and nurses accepting large monetary presents
from their patient and of accountants and lawyers whose roles in Huguette's affairs may have been questionable.But
above all, whatever else EMPTY MANSIONS is about, it leaves the reader pondering whether Huguette was merely
sheltered and shy or whether she was emotionally immature or suffered from a mental illness. It does appear that her
life would have been quite different if her mother had lived longer, if her sister hadn't died, or if she had a mother
figurein her life to guide and direct her. Asit turns out, her nurse, Hadassah Peri, may have emerged as just that
figure. All that makes the story of Huguette and her money a most captivating read. EMPTY MANSIONS isthe
perfect book for along weekend at the seashore in therain, for afew days snowbound in the mountainsin a snug,
warm cabin in winter, or for taking along on a cruise. No one will regret reading EMPTY MANSIONS asthereis
something to be learned about American history, wealth, and yes - about loneliness.3 of 3 people found the following
review helpful. Little known American HistoryBy Denise BrooksReally enjoyed reading this book because it gave us
so many historical facts. | livein Clark County, NV, so thiswas very interesting and informative for me. Amazing that
the Clark family are so little well known. A family that exceeded the wealth and property of Rockefellers, Vanderbilt's
and Carnegies, but has left alittle known imprint on Americans today is baffling. This book explains the eccentricities
of that family and especially Huguette Clark with unbaised facts, testimony from her family members, employees and
acquaintances. The mansions are interesting, but it's the family that makes this book a page turner. Highly
recommended and well written book. Bought copies for my fellow Clark County neighbors.3 of 3 people found the
following review helpful. Fascinating and well researchedBy ncbmnsWonderful insight into the forces that shaped an
American fortune, as well asinto the more personal story of Hughette Clark, who until recently was no longer a
household name in America. The material in this book led to me to look into many other related topics such as
political corruption of the time, environmental impacts that last to this day, the ultimate location of various paintings,
instruments, and jewelry, and the empty mansions themselves, one of which is now used as a bed and breakfast. The
life of ayoung lady not constrained by any sort of financial limits was interesting to me because she was able, as few
of us are, to follow her interests and talents to their extreme yet logical conclusion. She once described herself as
peculiar, and many thought she was demented to livein asmall hospital room when empty mansions were available.
And yet, she was allowed to do just as she wished because of the resources at her disposal, which isreally the
American dream, after all.

When Pulitzer Prizendash;winning journalist Bill Dedman noticed in 2009 a grand home for sale, unoccupied for
nearly sixty years, he stumbled through a surprising portal into American history. Empty Mansionsis arich mystery of
wealth and loss, connecting the Gilded Age opulence of the nineteenth century with atwenty-first-century battle over a



$300 million inheritance. At its heart is areclusive heiress named Huguette Clark, a woman so secretive that, at the
time of her death at age 104, no new photograph of her had been seen in decades. Though she owned palatial homesin
California, New Y ork, and Connecticut, why had she lived for twenty yearsin asimple hospital room, despite being in
excellent health? Why were her valuables being sold off? Was she in control of her fortune, or controlled by those
managing her money? nbsp; Dedman has collaborated with Huguette Clarkrsquo;s cousin, Paul Clark Newell, Jr., one
of the few relatives to have frequent conversations with her. Dedman and Newell tell afairy tale in reverse: the bright,
talented daughter, born into afamily of extreme wealth and privilege, who secrets herself away from the outside
world. nbsp; Huguette was the daughter of self-made copper industrialist W. A. Clark, nearly asrich as Rockefeller in
his day, a controversial senator, railroad builder, and founder of Las Vegas. She grew up in the largest house in New

Y ork City, aremarkable dwelling with 121 rooms for afamily of four. She owned paintings by Degas and Renoir, a
world-renowned Stradivarius violin, avast collection of antique dolls. But wanting more than treasures, she devoted
her wealth to buying gifts for friends and strangers alike, to quietly pursuing her own work as an artist, and to guarding
the privacy she valued above all else. nbsp; The Clark family story spans nearly all of American history in three
generations, from alog cabin in Pennsylvaniato mining campsin the Montana gold rush, from backdoor politicsin
Washington to adistress call from an elegant Fifth Avenue apartment. The same Huguette who was touched by the
terror attacks of 9/11 held aticket nine decades earlier for afirst-class stateroom on the second voyage of the Titanic.
nbsp; Empty Mansions reveals a complex portrait of the mysterious Huguette and her intimate circle. We meet her
extravagant father, her publicity-shy mother, her star-crossed sister, her French boyfriend, her nurse who received
more than $30 million in gifts, and the relatives fighting to inherit Huguettersquo;s copper fortune. Richly illustrated
with more than seventy photographs, Empty Mansionsis an enthralling story of an eccentric of the highest order, alast
jewel of the Gilded Age who lived life on her own terms.Advance praise for Empty Mansionsnbsp; |dquo;Empty
Mansionsis a dazzlement and awonder. Bill Dedman and Paul Newell unravel a great character, Huguette Clark, a
shy soul akinto Boo Radley in To Kill a Mockingbirdmdash;if Boorsgquo;s father had been as rich as Rockefeller. This
is an enchanting journey into the mysteries of the mind, atrue-to-life exploration of strangeness and
delight.rdquo;mdash;Pat Conroy, author of The Death of Santini: The Story of a Father and His Son Idquo; Empty
Mansionsis at once an engrossing portrait of aforgotten American heiress and a fascinating meditation on the
crosswinds of extreme wealth. Hugely entertaining and well researched, Empty Mansionsis a fabulous
read.rdquo;mdash; Amanda Foreman, author of A World on FireFrom the Hardcover edition.

From BooklistWhat goes on behind closed doors, especially when those doors are of the gilded variety, has fascinated
novelists and journalists for centuries. The private lives of the rich and famous are so tantalizing that Robin Leach
made a career out of showcasing them. One of the biggest eccentric, rich fishes out there was Huguette Clark.
Deceased for more than two years, Clark, brought to life by investigator Dedman and Clarkrsquo;s descendant,
Newell, owned nouveau riche palacesin New Y ork, Connecticut, and California. An heiress, Clark disappeared from
public view in the 1920s. What happened to her and her vast wealth? Answering this question is the bookrsquo;s
mission. Based on records and the hearsay of relations and former employees, the book pieces together Clarks life, that
of awoman rumored to be institutionalized while her mansions stood empty, though immaculately maintained
throughout her life. Clark left few clues about herself, but she willed vast sums to her caretakers and numerous
charitable endeavors. Still, her absence acts as a shade to seeing her fully, hinting at possible financial malfeasance, all
the while conspiring to produce a spellbinding mystery. --James Orbesen ldquo;An amazing story of profligate wealth
... anoutsized tale of rags-to-riches prosperity.rdquo;mdash; The New Y ork Times nbsp;ldquo;A fascinating
investigation into the haunting true-life tale of reclusive heiress Huguette Clark.rdquo; mdash;Peopleldquo;An
exhaustively researched, well-written account . . . a blood-boiling expose [that] will make you angry and will make
you sad.rdquo;mdash; The Seattle Times nbsp; Idquo;An evocative and rollicking read, part social history, part
hothouse mystery, part grand guignol.rdquo;mdash; The Daily Beast nbsp; Idquo;A childlike, self-exiled eccentric,
[Huguette Clark] isthe sort of of subject susceptible to a biography of broad strokes, which makes Empty Mansions,
the first full-length account of her life, impressive for its delicacy and depth.rdquo;mdash; Town Country nbsp;
Idguo;One of those incredible stories that you didnrsquo;t even know existed. It filled a void.rdguo;mdash;Jon Stewart,
The Daily Showldquo;So well written . . . such agripping, gripping story.rdquo;mdash;Bill Goldstein, NBC 4 New

Y ork nbsp; Idquo; A compelling account of what happened to the Clark family and its fortune . . . atremendous
feat.rdguo;mdash; St. Louis Post-Dispatch nbsp; Idquo;A fascinating story.rdquo;mdash; Today nbsp; ldquo;Meticulous
and absorbing.rdquo;mdash; Bloomberg Businessweek nbsp;ldquo;Brilliantly researched, tough-minded, and fair . . . a
fascinating read.rdquo;mdash; Santa Barbara I ndependentldquo;Riveting . . . deliciously scandalous. . . athrilling
study of the responsibilities and privileges that come with great wealth.rdquo; mdash;Publishers Weekly (starred
review) nbsp; ldquo;A spellbinding mystery.rdquo;mdash;Booklist nbsp; |dquo; Enlightening.rdquo;mdash;Library
Journalldquo;Empty Mansions is a dazzlement and awonder. Bill Dedman and Paul Newell unravel a great character,
Huguette Clark, a shy soul akin to Boo Radley in To Kill a Mockingbirdmdash;if Boorsquo;s father had been asrich
as Rockefeller. Thisis an enchanting journey into the mysteries of the mind, a true-to-life exploration of strangeness



and delight.rdquo;mdash;Pat Conroy, author of The Death of Santini: The Story of a Father and His Sonnbsp;
Idguo;Empty Mansionsis at once an engrossing portrait of aforgotten American heiress and a fascinating meditation
on the crosswinds of extreme wealth. Hugely entertaining and well researched, Empty Mansionsis a fabulous
read.rdgquo; mdash; Amanda Foreman, author of A World on Fire nbsp; Idquo;In Empty Mansions, a unique American
character emerges from the shadows. Through deep research and evocative writing, Bill Dedman and Paul Clark
Newell, Jr., have expertly captured the arc of history covered by the remarkable Clark family, while solving a deeply
persona mystery of wealth and eccentricity.rdquo;mdash;Jon Meacham, author of Thomas Jefferson: The Art of
Power nbsp; 1dquo;Who knew? Though virtually unknown today, W. A. Clark was one of the fifty richest Americans
evermdash;copper baron, railroad builder, art collector, U.S. senator, and world-class scoundrel. Y et his daughter and
heiress Huguette became a bizarre recluse. Empty Mansions reveal s this mysterious family in sumptuous
detail.rdquo;mdash;John Berendt, author of Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil nbsp; Idquo;Empty Mansionsis
amesmerizing tale that delivers all the ingredients of a top-notch mystery novel. But there is nothing fictional about
thistrue, fully researched story of afascinating and reclusive woman from an era of fabulous American wealth. Empty
Mansionsis a delicious readmdash;once you start it, you will find it hard to put down.rdguo;mdash;Kate Alcott,
bestselling author of The Dressmaker nbsp; Idquo;More than a biography, more than a mystery, Empty Mansionsisa
real-life American Bleak House, an arresting tale about misplaced souls sketched on a canvas that stretches from coast
to coast, from riotous mining camps to the gilded dwellings of the very, very rich.rdquo;mdash;John A. Farrell, author
of Clarence Darrow: Attorney for the DamnedAbout the AuthorBill Dedman introduced the public to heiress Huguette
Clark and her empty mansions through his compelling series of narratives for NBC, which became the most popular
feature in the history of its news website, topping 110 million page views. He received the 1989 Pulitzer Prizein
investigative reporting while writing for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution and has written for The New Y ork Times,
The Washington Post, and The Boston Globe. nbsp; Paul Clark Newell, Jr., a cousin of Huguette Clark, has researched
the Clark family history for twenty years, sharing many conversations with Huguette about her life and family. He
received arare private tour of Bellosguardo, her mysterious estate overlooking the Pacific Ocean in Santa Barbara.



