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Pamela Scully : Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (Ohio Short Histories of Africa)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (Ohio Short Histories of Africa): 

In this timely addition to the Ohio Short Histories of Africa series, Pamela Scully takes us from the 1938 birth of 
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Nobel Peace Prize winner and two-time Liberian president Ellen Johnson through the Ebola epidemic of 
2014ndash;15. Charting her childhood and adolescence, the book covers Sirleafrsquo;s relationship with her 
indigenous grandmother and urban parents, her early marriage, her years studying in the United States, and her career 
in international development and finance, where she developed her skill as a technocrat. The later chapters cover her 
years in and out of formal Liberian politics, her support for womenrsquo;s rights, and the Ebola 
outbreak.Sirleafrsquo;s story speaks to many of the key themes of the twenty-first century. Among these are the 
growing power of women in the arenas of international politics and human rights; the ravaging civil wars in which 
sexual violence is used as a weapon; and the challenges of transitional justice in building postconflict societies. Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf is an astute examination of the life of a pioneering feminist politician.

“A clear and concise introduction to the woman and to the domestic and international politics that have shaped her 
personally and professionally.rdquo;—Peace A. Medie, Legon Centre for International Affairs and Diplomacy, 
University of Ghana 


