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Karl Marx : Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy hafizAmazing7 of 7 people found the following review 
helpful. A Great Entry Point into the Works of Marx and EngelsBy Nick Nicholas, MSWWith The Communist 
Manifesto perhaps being the most widely known and read work of Marx and Engels, too many come away from that 
text thinking they have captured the essence of Marx's and Engel's thought. Such could not be further from the case. 
As the name of the text implies, it is intended to be a polemical writing, and those who cease their reading of Marx and 
Engels with The Communist Manifesto have not really engaged these two thinkers at all.For those interested in a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CYN433G


serious study of Marx and Engels, I highly recommend The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 as a 
starting point. In some respects this is unfair to Marx because it is an incomplete work, one that he never prepared for 
publication. Many of the essays start in the middle, while others trail off, incomplete. Others are amplifications on a 
manuscript that is now lost other than these tantalizing amplifications.Still, Marx provides sufficient "meat" here for 
the reader to become familiar with Marx's somewhat bombastic style and his curious tendency to speak in terms of 
inconsistencies, how A also is not-A. This latter tendency is a remnant of having been a follower of Hegel, famous for 
reconciling opposites, but in one of the stronger essays contained within this text, Marx thoroughly repudiates 
Hegel.In any event, the reader can find in these manuscripts many of the ideas on which Marx was to elaborate in his 
later writings. Das Kapital did not emerge from Marx's head fully formed as Athena did from Zeus. I personally enjoy 
tracing the trajectory and development of a thinker's thoughts from its earliest stages to its fullest efflorescence. The 
Political and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 present just such an opportunity.One of my favorite essays, and 
perhaps one of the most important one in this text, is "Estranged Labor" in which he teases out the numerous strands of 
how the modern form of labor alienates the worker from his creation. Some strikingly brilliant insights are to be found 
here which, unfortunately, Marx did not dwell on in some of his later works, focusing instead on other pernicious 
aspects of the capitalistic mode of production. What is very clear here, as well as in Marx's other works, is his intent 
interest in the liberation of humanity which he sees as bound by the constraints of social mechanisms.In a paper I 
wrote during one of my forays into academia, comparing Marx with John Stuart Mill, I discussed how in Mill, he 
promoted personal liberty because of its social benefits. Marx, however, promotes social change in order to bring 
about personal liberty. It was a daring move on my part because this was precisely the opposite of what the assignment 
had asked us to do. However, as I read Marx and Mill very closely, I became more and more convinced of my thesis. 
When the professor returned our papers to us, mine was the last to be returned, which he dropped on my desk, dryly 
remarking, "Thanks, Mr. Nicholas; now I will never be able to read Marx OR Mill in the same way again!" I was 
pleased to receive the highest grade in the class, but even more pleased that I had persuaded the professor to see Marx 
and Mill in a new light.This volume also includes an essay by Engels: "Outlines of a Critique of Political Economy" 
which very nicely signals the work he and Marx were to do in the following decades.2 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Interesting for those looking for understanding of different Political viewsBy Ed41Read this for a class 
on political systems. It provides insight to other political belief structure. It did amaze me how some folks 
unknowingly have come to adopt the philosophies included.

In the Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 Marx explains how, under capitalism, people rely on labor to 
live. In the past people could rely on Nature itself for their natural needs; in modern society, if one wants to eat, one 
must work: it is only through money that one may survive. Thus, man becomes a slave to his wages. It is only through 
his work that he can find enough money to continue to live; but he doesn't simply live, he actually only survives, as a 
worker. Labor is only used to create more wealth, instead of achieving the fulfillment of human nature. Wilder 
Publications is a green publisher. All of our books are printed to order. This reduces waste and helps us keep prices 
low while greatly reducing our impact on the environment.

About the AuthorThe preeminent socialist thinker of the 19th century, Karl Marx (1818ndash;83) proclaimed that 
"History is economics in action." His revolutionary theories laid the cornerstones for many of the 20th century's 
Communist regimes. 


