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David Roodman : Due Diligence: An Impertinent Inquiry into Microfinance  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Due Diligence: An Impertinent Inquiry into Microfinance: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. One of the most comprehensive books on issues of microfinanceBy 
Oliver SchmidtDavid Roodman writes extremely well and that makes it an engaging read to start with. He is a very 
well trained academician who has taken more tie and effort than any other I know to understand what microfinance 
actually does (with the possible exception of Esther Duflo). He interacted with many users of microfinance and, 
supposedly more intensively, the providers - managers, investors, development agencies, etc. - and genuinely reflects 
their experiences and the kind of knowledge they have gathered. He blends and contrasts and syntesis it with the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0095V3J0S


principles and insights of academic methods, particularly in the area of impact-assessment. The result is an 
outstandingly rich book that offers learning ground for academicians and practitioners equally. A truly due diligence, 
written to be read!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Amazing.By CustomerDeserves six stars, but I'll 
give it five. I've never read a book so closely. This is an outstanding piece of work - I could go on, but it would just be 
more of what I've said. The consistent rigor and fairness of the book is fantastic, and I learned a ton. Extremely useful 
for our work in building rural lending cooperatives and ag coops in Tanzania. Thanks, Mr Roodman - a massive 
amount of work went into this, and I hope you will continue to write more, and perhaps also to issue further editions of 
this fine book. It deserves a central place in the microfinance canon.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great bookBy marymerryI study economics and have always been interested in microfinance. David Roodman is an 
expert in this field and he writes wonderfullly. Worth reading!

The idea that small loans can help poor families build businesses and exit poverty has blossomed into a global 
movement. The concept has captured the public imagination, drawn in billions of dollars, reached millions of 
customers, and garnered a Nobel Prize. Radical in its suggestion that the poor are creditworthy and conservative in its 
insistence on individual accountability, the idea has expanded beyond credit into savings, insurance, and money 
transfers, earning the name microfinance. But is it the boon so many think it is?Readers of David Roodman's 
openbook blog will immediately recognize his thorough, straightforward, and trenchant analysis. Due Diligence, 
written entirely in public with input from readers, probes the truth about microfinance to guide governments, 
foundations, investors, and private citizens who support financial services for poor people. In particular, it explains the 
need to deemphasize microcredit in favor of other financial services for the poor.

"David Roodman has been the most consistent and articulate analyst of microcredit in recent 
years."mdash;Muhammad Yunus, founder, Grameen BankAbout the AuthorDavid Roodman is a research fellow at the 
Center for Global Development. He has been architect and manager of the Commitment to Development Index since 
the project's inception in 2002. 


