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Alan W. Watts : Does It Matter?: Essays on Man's Relation to Materiality  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Does It Matter?: Essays on Man's Relation to Materiality: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. There are gems in every Alan Watts book.By Larry J. FriedersWatts 
was incomparable as a philosopher - and was able to bring deep topics in philosophy to the common man.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. So very thought provoking!By Virginia GrayThis book raises numerous issues 
that are prevalent in our modern society, and the vast majority was written in the 60's! Very interesting stuff about the 
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way we relate to the world around us. Loved the essay on the loss of passion in cooking.7 of 7 people found the 
following review helpful. Does it MatterBy Z. S. CamenzindVery instructive and creatively spiced with humor. An 
idea worth contemplating yet very difficult to apply. We are stuck with being blinded and Watts' comparison with the 
idea of our planet being flat is great. I am reading it the second time and it is as interesting as the first reading.

This classic series of essays represents Alan Watts's thinking on the astonishing problems caused by our dysfunctional 
relationship with the material environment. Here, with characteristic wit, a philosopher best known for his writings 
and teachings about mysticism and Eastern philosophy gets down to the nitty-gritty problems of economics, 
technology, clothing, cooking, and housing. Watts argues that we confuse symbol with reality, our ways of describing 
and measuring the world with the world itself, and thus put ourselves into the absurd situation of preferring money to 
wealth and eating the menu instead of the dinner.With our attention locked on numbers and concepts, we are 
increasingly unconscious of nature and of our total dependence on air, water, plants, animals, insects, and bacteria. We 
have hallucinated the notion that the so-called external world is a cluster of objects separate from ourselves, that we 
encounter it, that we come into it instead of out of it. Originally published in 1972, Does It Matter? foretells the 
environmental problems that arise from this mistaken mind-set. Not all of Watts's predictions have come to pass, but 
his unique insights will change the way you look at the world.


