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Joe Soss, Richard C. Fording, Sanford F. Schram : Disciplining the Poor: Neoliberal Paternalism and the 
Persistent Power of Race (Chicago Studies in American Politics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Disciplining the Poor: Neoliberal Paternalism and the Persistent Power 
of Race (Chicago Studies in American Politics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disciplining the Poor is another look at how systems of inequality 
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and ...By Jon SchmidtThis is one of the game changer books. Incredibly well researched, quite academic and requires 
a careful read, but ends up being a bit repetitious (usually in ways that are helpful, though). Disciplining the Poor is 
another look at how systems of inequality and racism have defined the experience for African Americans in this 
country. When the federal government devolved responsibility for supports to the poor (AFCD) to the states (TANF) 
in 1996 under Clinton and the Republican Congress, the singular conclusion that we can draw is that restrictions 
tightened mostly in states that had high African American populations. That race was a predominating factor in 
making policy around welfare reform is inescapable and inexcusable.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent BookBy college.nateExcellent insights from some of the best poverty scholars in the discipline. They offer a 
compelling critique of poverty management in the US and show how recent policy reforms are rooted in broader 
narratives of neoliberalism, paternalism, and racial bias. Their analysis of how structural heterogeneity exacerbates 
inequality along racial lines is particularly keen.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Amazing book!By 
CustomerI read this for class, and am very glad I did so. It's very informative and interesting. If you care about welfare 
and both the politics behind it and real facts, get this book.

Disciplining the Poor explains the transformation of poverty governance over the past forty yearsmdash;why it 
happened, how it works today, and how it affects people. In the process, it clarifies the central role of race in this 
transformation and develops a more precise account of how race shapes poverty governance in the postndash;civil 
rights era. Connecting welfare reform to other policy developments, the authors analyze diverse forms of data to 
explicate the racialized origins, operations, and consequences of a new mode of poverty governance that is 
simultaneously neoliberalmdash;grounded in market principlesmdash;and paternalistmdash;focused on telling the poor 
what is best for them. The study traces the process of rolling out the new regime from the federal level, to the state and 
county level, down to the differences in ways frontline case workers take disciplinary actions in individual cases. The 
result is a compelling account of how a neoliberal paternalist regime of poverty governance is disciplining the poor 
today.

ldquo;[P]owerful. Drawing on research from sociology, social welfare, political science, and public administration, 
Disciplining the Poor is a rare book that marries multiple disciplinary traditions with robust empirical analysis in 
pursuit of a timely and politically relevant goal. The book opens the doors for much new research on the market 
functions of the welfare state, the racial origins and implications of poverty governance and the complex interplay of 
welfare and penal systems as disciplinary structures.rdquo; 


