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Sheila Slaughter, Gary Rhoades : Academic Capitalism and the New Economy  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Academic Capitalism and the New Economy: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. mandatory reading for anyone who cares about studentsBy Dr. Laura 
M. HarrisonIf you want to understand why higher education institutions are so frequently failing to keep their eye on 
the ball regarding prioritizing student learning, this book explains it well. The authors do a tremendous job of shedding 
light on the systemic changes that must take place if colleges and universities are to retain a prominent role in serving 
the public good.11 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Excellent study of higher educationBy Nicholas 
PagnuccoThis is a book that actually engages social theory in a very rigorous way while trying to explain general 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004MDLI0C


trends within American higher education. It is very, very good, starting with the fact that it avoids platitudes and 
simplified comments that one would find in short editorials.1 of 12 people found the following review helpful. 
Technology For the InitiatedBy Daniel P. LiderbachThough I had hoped to learn about "Academic Capitalism" by 
readingthis book, I discovered that the book was written for those who alreadyhad learned about the interrelationship 
between academic institutions,corporations, and the economy. I am not one of those. Thus I put the book aside before I 
was a quarter of the way throughthe book.

As colleges and universities become more entrepreneurial in a post-industrial economy, they focus on knowledge less 
as a public good than as a commodity to be capitalized on in profit-oriented activities. In Academic Capitalism and the 
New Economy, higher education scholars Sheila Slaughter and Gary Rhoades detail the aggressive engagement of 
U.S. higher education institutions in the knowledge-based economy and analyze the efforts of colleges and universities 
to develop, market, and sell research products, educational services, and consumer goods in the private marketplace. 
Slaughter and Rhoades track changes in policy and practice, revealing new social networks and circuits of knowledge 
creation and dissemination, as well as new organizational structures and expanded managerial capacity to link higher 
education institutions and markets. They depict an ascendant academic capitalist knowledge/learning regime expressed 
in faculty work, departmental activity, and administrative behavior. Clarifying the regime's internal contradictions, 
they note the public subsidies embedded in new revenue streams and the shift in emphasis from serving student 
customers to leveraging resources from them. Defining the terms of academic capitalism in the new economy, this 
groundbreaking study offers essential insights into the trajectory of American higher education.


